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May 2020 
 
Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s)/Guardian(s), 
 
I hope that you are holding up well during the current partial school closure and I also hope that you 
enjoyed the Bank Holiday weekend, albeit in the most unusual of circumstances. I wanted to write to 
you to keep you abreast of developments with the Lower School and remind you of the support that 
the school is offering to families at the moment. 
 
I wanted to express how impressed the pastoral team has been as the students adjust to the new ways 
of working. We are currently offering students two ways of engaging with their school work during 
lockdown. Firstly, students can access their learning by logging in to Show my Homework (SMHW) and 
checking what work needs to be completed for each lesson. In addition, we are now increasingly 
offering online lessons via Microsoft Teams. We hope that you are finding these platforms useful. 
Please don’t worry, if for whatever reason, your child is currently unable to access Microsoft Teams – 
the lesson content should also be replicated in Show my Homework.  
 
If you have technical issues, such as limited broadband or if your child does not have a device on which 
to access the work, please do get in contact with the pastoral team and we will endeavour to resolve 
these difficulties. Any remaining technical problems can be sorted by contacting 
askict@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk.  
 
The pastoral team has been reaching out to the students and I hope that your child has benefitted from 
the contact with their tutor or Head of Learning. I have been hearing from staff about the excellent 
work being produced across academic subjects and can see from our year group “Team” that there is a 
real spirit of camaraderie within both form groups and the whole year group. It is so important we all 
maintain our support for each other at this time. I would encourage the children to reach out to those 
in their class who they have not heard from in a couple of days and check in with them. As always, a 
good education is a three-way partnership between students, schools and parents – please do let us 
know if your child is struggling to keep up with the demands of remote learning or if there is anything 
that you feel that we could be doing to better support your child.  
 
Please refer to the recent guidance for maintaining good physical and emotional health during 
lockdown that was circulated by Ms Matheson. The school is fortunate to benefit from a team of 
trained mentors / counsellors who are available to support families who may be having difficulties and 
if you feel that you or your child is in need of support, we will do our best to help. Please remember 
that the school remains open for the children of key workers or priority students.  
 
Over the coming weeks, we would like to do more to celebrate the achievements of students during 
the past term. Assemblies will continue to run in their normal slot at 08:40 on a Monday morning. At 
the moment, we are still posting the assemblies up on SMHW and on “Teams”. Towards the end of this 
half term, we will be celebrating students’ achievements with a reward assembly which will recognise 
both the effort and achievement of the Lower School with certificates. You will note from the Parent 



News Bulletin that we have been sharing the successes of students during lockdown. Please do get in 
contact with us if you would like us to recognise your child’s achievements – this could be what they’ve 
done to help in the community, a project or piece of work that you’re proud of or if they have recently 
smashed their Personal Best for ‘keepy-uppys’! Year 7 Heads of Learning have organised a competition 
to recognise students’ creativity and achievements during lockdown. Details were provided in the 
assembly posted on “Teams” on 11.05.20. 
 
The school is already making preparations to welcome back students when full lockdown eventually 
comes to an end and we will endeavour to keep you up-to- date with developments. The safety of the 
whole school community will be our overarching priority and we will consider all expert advice in 
ensuring a safe environment in which students can learn. I am sure that you will all be aware of the 
challenges of maintaining social distance within the context of a large secondary school.  
 
Finally, please don’t forget that we have an online Parent Forum on Friday the 15th of May – please see 
the Parental News Bulletin for further details. As always, this is an opportunity for parents to stay up-
to-date with developments in school.  
 
I do hope that you are staying safe and please remember to get in touch if you would like to share your 
child’s achievements or if you have any concerns. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Daniel Harding, Assistant Headteacher – Lower School 
 
hls@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


